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A number of Whigs,
To the Printer of tbs FREEMAN’s JOURNAL.

SIR,

; WE opferved in the 2>d.number of your journal a

requeft, that the public might be certified, as to
the reality of the inflrument calied Hadley’s quadrant
being an American invention. It appears from hence,
that you had not (een the A merican magazine for July
and Anguft 1758, printed at Philadelphia, in that year
by Mr. Bradford. 1In that mifcellany the curious may
fatisfy themfelves in a point, which in our opinion is
proved beyond a doubt to be in favour of America,
The Englifh, naturally jeilous and envious have la-
boured hard tomake out the invention to be their own :
this exaltly agrees with the reft of their condué, in en-
deavouring to perfuade the world, thatneither courage
nor merit of any fort can exift out of their own ifland.
With regard to the point in queftion, their labours
have not been ineffettual, as the name of Hudley their
countryman is almoft univerfally tacked to this infiru-
meiit :—Bven by foreigners, it is called the Englith
quadrant.—Thofe who defire to be acquainted with
the defcription, and mathematical principles upon
which Mr. Godfrey ficft planned his invention are re-
ferred to the above mentioned mifcellany, as we fhall
only fend you an extraét or two, chiefly for the confide-
ration of thofe who cannot eafily procure the original.
rft. “ Mr. Godfrey fent the infirument to be tried
at fea by an acquaintance of his, an ingenious navi-
gator, in a voyage to Jamaica, who fhewed it toa
captain of a fhip there juflt going for England, by
¢ which means it came to the knowledge of Mr. Had-
“ ley, tho’ perhaps without his being told the name of
¢ the real inventor. This faét is fufficieatly known to
“ many feamen and others yet alive in this city, and
¢ eftablithed beyond a doubt by the following /etters
¢ writtcn abont that time. It is therefore fubmitted
“ to the world, whether after perufing the letters they
® ought not in juflice fo call that inflrument for the
& future, Codfrey’s, and not Hadley’s quadrant.”——
[American magazine, vol. 1. page, 476.]

2d. Dr. Logan of Philadelphia, patron to Mr. God-
frey, writes thus to Dr. Edmund Halley [in a le:ter
dated May 25, 1732 ] ;

“ A young man born in this country Themas Godfrey by
name, by trade a glafier, who had no other education,
than to learn to read and write, with a little common
arithmetick, having in his apprenticefhip, with a very
poor man of that trade, accidentally met with a mathe-
matical book, took fuch a fancy to the fludy, that by
the natural firength of his genius, without any inftruc-
tor, he foon made himfelf mafter of that, and of every
other of thé kind, he could borrow or procure in Eng-
fifp . and finding, there was more to be had in Latin
books, under all imaginable difcouragements, applied
* himfelf, tothe fludy of that language, till he could pret-
ty well underfland "an author ‘on thefe fubjefls, after
which, the firft time I ever {faw or heard of him, to my
knowledge, he came to borrow fir Ifaac Newtor’s princi.
pia of me. Inquiring of him hereupon who he was, I
was indeed aflonithed at his requeft, but after a little
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BE IT REMEMBERED! |
- TaAT on the 17th Day of O&teber, 1781,
Lieut. Gen. Charles Earl CorNw aLLIs, with &
above sooo Britifh troops, furrendered them-
{elves prifoners of war to his Excellenicy Gen. ¢
GEORGE WASHINGTON, commander in chief%
of the allied forces of France and America. 2
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difcourfe, he foon became welcome to that orany other
book I had. This young man about 18 month’s fince,
told me had for fome time been thinking of an inftru-
ment for taking the diftances of ftars by reflefting fpe-
culums, which he believed might be of fervice at fea,
and not long after, he fhewed me a common fea quad-
rant, to avhich he had fitted two pieces of looking glafs,
in fuch'a manner as brought two fars at almoft any
diftance, to concide, the one by a dire&, the other by
a reflefted ray, fothat the eye could take them both
together, as joined in one, while 2 moving lubel or in-
dex on the graduated arch, marked exattly. half their
diflance. For I need not fay, that the variations of
the angles of refleftion, from two fpecelums are double
to the ‘angle of the inclination of their plains, and
therefore gives but half the angle or arch of the diftance,
which is the only inconveniency that appears to me to
attend this. But as it may be made fo fimple, cafy and
light, as not to he much more unwieldy or unmanage-
able, tho” of a confiderable length, than a fingle tele-
fcope of the fame, that inconveniency will be abund-
antly compenfated.” j

The above is alone a fufficient proof, that ™r. Tho-
mas Godfrey, of Philadelphia was the real, original
inventor of this famous and ufeful iufirument. He
feems to have hit upon the lucky thought fometime in
the year 1730, and had he not been toc communicative
of hisdifcoveries to Dr. Logan, who tran{mitted the fame
to Dr. Halley ; and to his friend the Jamaica captain,
the invention might never have been difputed with
hitn —But a certain fat:lity feems to attend every
thing that regards America : its firt difcovery, fays
the fentimental Abbe Raynal, was marked by a piece
of injuftice in not acquiring the name of its difcoverer ;
a fatai prefage of all the long catalogue of injuries, of
which this unfortunate country was doomed to become
the theatre !

W E,

Therefore, who have been, and will be,
Among the
Warmeft fupporters of th]e)cgmmon rights of mankind,

Ordain, appoint, dire&t, and ecommand,

That all
MAKERS of this INSTRUMENT on the continent,
Do inlay
A piece of ivory,

With the °

Trux inventor’s name engraved thereon:

And it is expetted, v
That all captains of veffels, and others,
Belonging fo thefe united flates,

(o]
Hence forward and for ever,
: Call this inftrument,
As of right it fhould be called,

GODFREY's QUADRANT.

N. B The feveral printers on the continent are
defired to infert the foregoing for public information.
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AS I was returning home the other night, T acci

dentally came acrofs the following piece ; which
from 2 note on the back of it, appears to have been de-
figned for publication, the day before the militia were
order’d to march. And tho’ danger appears more re+
mote, than at that time, yet, as the enemy may. flill
have the fame objet in view that gage the- alarm, if,
may not be improper, to give it a place in your paper.

The Friend No. 1.

Nil defpcrindum, Teucro duce, et aufpice Teucro.
Horace. .,
Nothing is to be defpair’d of, R—-~d being you#
commander, and R——d your leader.

Mr.

Methinks at laft my friends, the hour is come, to
try your virtue, aud evince the friendfhip of Britain
towards you. They now threaten defolation to this
fam’d city, difhonour to your wives and daughters, and
ravage to your property, the toils of years gain’d by
the {weat of induftrious brows ;—but f{uch intended
cruelties, are the fure forebodings of an unhappy, and
defponding enemy. Will you therefore tamely look
on, and in the cool unmeaning language of f{ecurity
fay, George is ftill your friend? that his troops .will
not injure you ! that you are friends in peace, and not
enemgies in war ? I fay, will you my friends tamely look
on, and confole yourfelves with this ridiculous hope,
this ideal friendfhip, till the deftroyer comes; when re-
pentance will' be too late?! No, you are men, and as
fuch you ought to a&. Let the clay, which originated
from the hand of the fame great maker, be animated
by the bright principal, that excites other men to ac-
tion! Let not religious prejudices in the hotr of dan=
ger, damp your ardour, or prevent your ftretching out
your arm, to fave this devoted city. - Dangers unknown
before, are now impending. The enemy are not ad-
vancing now with the olive branch of peace, and friend-
fhip ; which they farcaftically fmiling, held up to you,
upon their laft vifit; but inflead thereof, the fiery
brand;, and flaming carcafs, to-defiroy every thing be-
fore them. Behold their ravages, and recolleft their
cruelties, in a receat inftance upon New-London [—Be-
hold ‘thefe, and while you tremble with a genérous
fympathy, for the misfortunes of your felloaw men, let
the recolle@®ion of “their undeferv’d diftrefs, roufe yow
to aftion ! Do not flumber, left thefe very evils happen
to you: and you fall unpitied, for your pufillanimity.
Don’t fay you ase friends and cannot turn out, that
your hands bave been unufed to fight, and your fingers
pntaught to drdw the  trigger, or ‘the bow. This
wou’d be unmanly indeed.  Why fhon’d other men of
more courage, 2nd perhaps lefs firength, fight to fecure
your property, and acquire additional liberty, not on-
ly for you, 'but for your childréns’ children? They
have no right to do'it, while you are folded in the arms
of your wives, and reire from the noife of war, and
the dangers of the field. Let usfuppofe, that this floys

[Turn to the 4th page.} e
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