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Fake News: What’s the Big Deal?

Students watch a video in which teens reflect on the concept of fake news, and then discuss their own experiences with it. 

GRADE LEVEL: Middle and high school

TIME: 15-30 minutes 

MATERIALS: “Fake News: What’s the Big Deal?” video on newseumED.org

PREPARE
1. Cue up the “Fake News: What’s the Big Deal?” video on newseumED.org to show to the class, or share the link with students to watch on their own devices.

DO
1. Ask students how they would define fake news. 
2. Tell them that they are going to watch a video in which other teenagers reflect on the concept of fake news, and their role in it. Then show the video to the class.

DISCUSS

1. The idea of deliberately made-up news isn’t totally new; in the video you might have noticed the newspaper front page about a fake 1930s radio broadcast of aliens invading Earth. Why is fake news a hot topic today? How might today’s fake news be different from that of the past?
2. Have you ever encountered a fake news story online? If so, could you tell the story was fake? Do you worry about being fooled by fake news?
3. Have you ever shared fake news, whether accidentally or on purpose? Describe the circumstances. 
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]What are some of the consequences of fake news? Can you think of any specific examples of how sharing fake news could affect people or events? Do you agree with these students’ guidelines for sharing fake news, such as being clear that you’re sharing it because you think it’s interesting or creative and not because you think it’s real? What additional guidelines would you suggest to decide when to share a story? 
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